“ At 80 Keep on Flying – at 25 possibly dying!”
Sadly the retrospective exhibition of  Anne Irby Crews,  who is eighty years old, and is titled  “Keep on Flying”  may be the very last exhibition which Birmingham Printmakers will be able to put on at their Workshop in Ladywood.  This exhibition runs from 23rd June to 6th July. 
The Birmingham Printmakers, are a group of 50 professional artists, of whom Anne Crews is a founder member.   The Group has been in existence for 25 years, and their silver celebration has been cruelly terminated by the City of Birmingham Council who, without warning or sensible reason, have stopped their funding and have given the Printmakers notice to quit their worshop within one month.   This was with no regard for preserving this unique West Midlands Art facility and its wealth of talent, and precision printmaking equipment, much of which has been provided by the National Lottery. The cessation of funding also involves at least 30 other artists in the same building at Holloway Head.
No re-location help has been offered to this increasing and vital group of Printmakers who have nationally and internationally acclaimed printmakers amongst their number.   Paul Bartlett, won the “Not the Turner Prize” of £20,000, Celia Nancarrow, Chair of the Printmakers, won £1000 1st Prize in the first international RBSA Contemporary Print Exhibition,Maria Gerte Gwynne, regularly exhibits internationally, and several members exhibit in the Royal Academy Summer Exhibition – Paul Bartlett, Carl March, Dick Clarke to name but a few.   All members exhibit in regional and national exhibitions throughout the year.   Most recently Phil Wilkinson won the Leo Honigsberger prize at the RBSA.  

The Printmakers also network into the community through schools and churches, giving educational workshops to inner city children,  interfaith groups, mental health carers, and others.
How callous is this, from a City Council which not long ago purported to attempt to make Birmingham our National City of Culture.
If this is their attitude to a group of 80 Artists then it is no surprise that Birmingham was not chosen as city of culture, and shows their interest in only in “the bottom line”. 
 Birmingham Printmakers is the only West Midland based printmakers’ studio who offer 50 artists facilities for earning their living.
All large UK cities of importance have thriving funded Print Workshops e.g. Oxford, Bristol, Manchester, Leicester etc..   So how can “Second City, Birmingham”  be without one?
City Council please re-consider what you have done, and do not put your unique and valuable artistic resources out on the street!

